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Marmar�s, a port c�ty �n the South West of Turkey has become an �mportant tour�st
resort �n recent t�mes. The reg�on �s commonly called the ‘’Turquo�se Coast’’ because
of the beaut�ful colour of �ts waters all year round. There are many bays along th�s
p�ece of coastl�ne where yacht charters can anchor at w�ll. As a natural harbour,
Marmar�s was an obv�ous place for development and today �t has the capac�ty for
tak�ng 800 yachts. Marmar�s �s the gateway to a beaut�ful part of Turkey, r�ch �n h�story,
fert�le and offer�ng a whole range of th�ngs to see and do. Blue cru�se fac�l�t�es �n
Marmar�s mean �t �s a log�cal start�ng po�nt for tour�sts want�ng to sa�l these lovely
waters. Ashore, there are plenty of shops, bars and restaurants wh�le at sea dur�ng the
many months of blue sk�es, you can relax and enjoy the stunn�ng surround�ngs
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Ek�nc�k �s a n�ce bay between Marmar�s and Dalyan w�th �ts lovely Iztuzu Beach. It �s never busy w�th
just the occas�onal yacht moor�ng there. The beach �s fa�rly small and gravel/sand wh�le the waters
are fa�rly shallow. There are places to get food and dr�nk dur�ng a stopover. One of the most popular
act�v�t�es from Ek�nc�k �s to head a l�ttle further east to Iztuzu Beach though �t �s off l�m�ts at n�ght as a
valuable nest�ng s�te for the loggerhead turtle (caretta caretta). Beh�nd the beach �s the Dalyan Delta
wh�ch w�nds down to the small town of Dalyan w�th �ts �mpress�ve Lyc�an Tombs and the anc�ent ru�ns
of Kaunos. Alternat�vely, there are some water sports that you can enjoy w�th�n the Bay �tself or why
not trek up the surround�ng slopes? There �s �nterest�ng flora and fauna though you are unl�kely to see
w�ld boar by day. There �s a road that takes you along the western banks of the Delta �f you are feel�ng
energet�c. There are several anchorages �n the bay. Boats drop anchor off the beach and sw�ng. The
anchorage on the north of the p�er �s adequate to be tucked up. Boats can be anchored off �n 5-10m.
The bottom �s sand-weed. It affords shelter�ng from the northerl�es. There �s a long p�er on NW corner.
Th�s p�er �s adm�n�strated by the cooperat�ve, allow�ng berth�ng up to 15 boats. Boats anchor fore-and
aft. Water and electr�cty connect�ons are ava�lable. A fee �s charged. Prov�s�ons are ava�lable from the
grocery shops �n the v�llage. Capta�ns notes: The quays�de at Ek�nc�k does offer moor�ng w�th water
and electr�c connect�ons, but the depth �s only to 2.5m. Ek�nc�k NW cove (depth 8-15m) affords decent
protect�on from the Meltem� and a sand base w�th good hold�ng, but �t can get busy. The S.W. cove �s
least crowded but may need a long l�ne to shore. On entry to Ek�nc�k bay, large yachts do need to be
careful nav�gat�ng the shallow rocky waters around Del�kada (Hole Island). 
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The ever-grow�ng c�ty of Feth�ye l�es only about half an hour by road from Dalaman A�rport �n South West Turkey.
It �s a naturally beaut�ful spot, a c�ty bes�de the sea w�th many offshore �slands add�ng to the qual�ty of the
env�ronment. The reg�on can boast lovely beaches and coves, many h�stor�cal h�ghl�ghts w�th Feth�ye’s bars and
restaurants ensur�ng a great n�ghtl�fe. Feth�ye �tself has ru�ns w�th�n �ts boundar�es, temples and some �nterest�ng
sarcophag�. A blue cru�se out of Feth�ye has much to recommend �t, whether sa�l�ng east or west, and w�th 3
modern mar�nas ensur�ng the best of fac�l�t�es for yacht charters. 
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Gobun Bay cannot eas�ly be �dent�f�ed from a d�stance. You w�ll spot the bay only as pass the open�ng, wh�ch �s between
sheer cl�ffs. Larger boats cannot enter th�s cove as there �s l�ttle space for maneuver�ng. There �s 5 to 7m depth and the
bottom �s sand. The western s�de �s shallow. There are underwater demol�shed walls from the anc�ent settlements.
There �s a low quay on starboard where there �s room for a few yatchs. Boats can anchor �n the m�ddle and take a l�ne to
th�s quay. There are float�ng moor�ngs of the restaurant. A quay of the restaurant has berth�ng capac�ty up to 40 boats.
The area near by the head of the quay �s rocky. It �s best to go bows-to �t to secure your rudder though long passarellas
are prov�ded by restaurant. The restaurant �s one of the oldest restaurants �n Gocek. They prov�de good food and
serv�ce. They produce electr�c�ty from the solar panels. There �s a barber next to the restaurant. The sett�ngs are very
attract�ve. Do not forget to cl�mb up before sunset for a fabulous v�ew of Gocek bay. Rough but n�ce path leads you to
the ru�ns from the Roman per�od.
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Manast�r Bay �s a volcan�c area but everyth�ng �s now dormant. There are many bays �n the Gulf, formed
many years ago and �t �s hard to �mag�ne that the area was never anyth�ng than as peaceful as �t �s today. It
�s a h�lly reg�on covered �n p�ne forest and there �s an �nterest�ng crater lake as well. An anc�ent wall runs
parallel to the north east coast. The Lyc�an rema�ns are �mpress�ve and there are several opportun�t�es for
tak�ng a tra�l to generally explore. Lyd�a Network Port �s along one of those tra�ls and the bay �s a place
where blue cru�ses and all pass�ng yachts are l�kely to stop for a per�od; �t �s too tempt�ng not to do so.
Several restaurants w�th wooden pergolas hug the shore and f�nd custom from the pass�ng yachts. It �s not
a place for restock�ng but �f you have plenty of suppl�es on board, you may dec�de to stay overn�ght, such �s
the tranqu�l beauty of the place. Once a thermal spr�ng suppl�ed by the waters of a crater lake located
beh�nd mounta�ns north of the bay, the area �s st�ll certa�nly well worth a d�p. Equally, Cleopatra's Bay makes
for a swoon-worthy snorkel�ng spot thanks to �ts m�rror-clear waters
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At sunset on K�z�l, the sun h�ts the stones turn�ng them cr�mson red �n colour, the colour that �s much the
same as the �sland’s so�l. The �sland gets �ts name from th�s phenomenon because �t �s the Turk�sh word for
‘’red.’’. There �s l�ttle or no �nfrastructure on th�s �sland but at the southern t�p there �s a l�ghthouse to gu�de
mar�t�me traff�c. The Del�ktas Islands are to the north west, a great place for d�v�ng and f�sh�ng. The waves
off the east coast wash on to the w�de sandy beach where sw�mm�ng �s �deal. 
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The Yass�ca Islands �n the Gulf of Feth�ye are v�s�ted on a da�ly bas�s by tr�ppers as well as yachts that move up
and down th�s coastl�ne. They are un�nhab�ted w�th no bu�ld�ngs on any of them but they prov�de great
opportun�t�es to anchor and sw�m. Many have small beaches as well. The vegetat�on �s p�ne and ol�ve and the
shallow waters are �deal for a number of water sports. Certa�nly, they are very safe for ch�ldren and hence
popular w�th fam�l�es. Some of the �slands are very close together and �t �s easy to sw�m between some of them. If
you want to explore �t �s adv�sable to have strong footwear w�th you because the ground �s fa�rly stony. The
nearest port to the Islands �s Gocek wh�ch �s the start�ng po�nt for day tr�ps �nto the Yass�cas. You w�ll get some
great photos wh�le you are among these �slands and �f you stay as the sun goes down, the sunset shot may be
the best of the lot. The eastern shores of Büyük Yassıca are lee from preva�l�ng w�nd and �t has steep slopes, but
the western shorel�ne �s wooded and has several adequate anchorages. There are float�ng moor�ngs. The stra�t
between Büyük Yassıca and Kızıl Ada �s shallow. One-metre reefs allow passage ony close to Yassıca (�n 2 to
3m), but local knowledge �s requ�red to use �t. It �s much better to take the passage from the north. An �slet, close
to Kızıl Ada, there �s a creek on the south, prov�des adequate shelter from preva�l�ng w�nds w�th a l�ne to bollard.
These anchorages are always loaded by excurs�on boats. It �s always better to arr�ve �n late afternoon and leave
befor noon �n the next day. D�v�ng courses and tours are organ�zed �n the v�c�n�ty.
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Bedr� Rahm� Bay has a Lyc�an name of Tasyaka or Dark Bay, a reflect�on of both �ts natural beauty and h�stor�cal
s�gn�f�cance. Bedr� Rahm� Eyuboglu was a famous Turk�sh l�terary man who also loved art and pa�nt�ng. Back �n
1973 when he was cru�s�ng w�th fr�ends, he drew a f�sh on a huge rock at the entrance to the bay. It �s now known
as ''F�sh Rock'' wh�ch has become known as the name of the whole reg�on. The Bay �s well sheltered from any
w�nds and as a result yachts often anchor there. The colour on the slopes �s created by the p�ne trees, ol�ve
groves and espec�ally the oleanders. Add to that the blue waters and the beach and the �mage �s amaz�ng. There
are number anchorages �n th�s large bay. Depths are 10-15m. Boats drop anchor and take a l�ne ashore. A b�ght
next to jetty and NW corner are adeqaute anchorages. The water �s very clear and the surround�ngs are
wonderful. A low f�nger on the NW corner w�th Lyc�an ru�ns extends and features pretty beach where you can
anchor or go stern-to the T-p�er of the restaurant among p�ne and oleander trees. Th�s p�er has berth�ng capac�ty
up to 25 boats.
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Oppos�te Yass�ca Island, between Bedr� Rahm� Bay and Gocek, you f�nd Boynuzbükü Bay. The bay �s large
and sheltered, w�th some good anchorages and decent depth �n places (10m – 20m). Boynuzbükü Bay �s
an excellent spot to stop over or enjoy a few hours relax�ng. There’s a local restaurant w�th a T�p�er (depth
3m), and electr�c and water suppl�es for up to 20 yachts.
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Sarsala Bay �s a popular bay w�th yachtsmen because �t �s a natural bay good for sw�mm�ng or for stay�ng
overn�ght. The attract�ve bay has a long stony beach, a valley runn�ng �nland wh�ch �s covered w�th trees and �s
overlooked by Forestry Mounta�n. A restaurant and pontoon are found �n Sarsala Bay where yachts regularly
moor. Boats anchor �n 10-12 m off the beach s�de and sw�ng at anchor. Th�s anchorage �s loaded by gullets. A
cove on the south beyond f�nger po�nt �s called Küçük Sarsala Koyu. Boats can anchor on e�ther s�de of �t. At the
head of the cove there �s a cozy restaurant w�th a T p�er that has la�d moor�ngs ta�led to �t. A large bay l�es towards
Bozburun wh�ch �s called as Bozkoy �s perfect for those who prefer seren�ty when Sarsala gets crowded.
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The tw�n bays of Aga L�man� are a tempt�ng place to drop anchor. They are close to the t�p of Kurtoglu Bay w�th�n
the Gulf of Feth�ye and as a Network Port, you are able s�mply to relax, sw�m, try your luck at f�sh�ng or take even a
long walk along the beach. The sea �s extremely clean �t and water �s cooler than elsewhere as a result of the
underwater source near the beach. If you follow the path to the bay for around an hour you w�ll arr�ve at the
anc�ent Lyc�an c�ty of Lyda. The bay �s open to east. The cove on the west �s Buyuk Koy, the one on the
northwest �s Kucuk Koy. Kucuk Koy ends �n a sh�ngle beach. Boats can anchor �n 8-10 m off the beach and take a
l�ne ashore. Preva�l�ng w�nds cause swell. Buyuk L�man, extends to the east, �t narrows and ends �n a sh�ngle
beach. The water �s deep and gently shelves ashore. Boats drop anchor off the beach and get a l�ne ashore to
the beach s�de. Strong westerl�es send �n swell. Ease your cha�n as much as poss�ble and pay attent�on to the
rocky bottom �n some parts. The coves �n Aga L�man� are favour�te stopover ports for boats cru�s�ng north and
westward. When head�ng that d�rect�on, ra�se your anchor early before the breeze gets up to avo�d cross-swell
and choppy seas around Po�nt Kurdoglu and D�s�b�lmez. 
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Y�ld�z �sland �s a wonderful pen�nsula �n Marmar�s. There are several n�ce cafes and restaurants across the �sland. It
�s �deal for those �nterested �n sw�mm�ng and snorkell�ng. Even �f you spend a whole day on the �sland you are
unl�kely to get bored espec�ally �f you enjoy walk�ng �n a lovely natural env�ronment. The area w�ll rem�nd you of a
small sea channel. H�story says that a capta�n sa�l�ng �n th�s area on a stormy n�ght, h�t the rocky landscape
because he thought that th�s was a sea channel. S�nce then, �t has also been known as ‘’wrong channel.’’ 
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Tersane Island or Sh�pyard Island, �s the b�ggest �n the Gulf of Feth�ye. There �s a deep, 100 m
long channel wh�ch prov�des entry and the ‘’Sh�pyard’’ name comes as a result of that because �t
was home to the Ottoman Navy. There are plenty of coves and sheltered bays to the east s�de,
wh�ch �s known by some as summer harbour. The west s�de �s subject to strong w�nds so �t �s
largely �gnored. There are some anc�ent ru�ns of a settlement called Telandr�a v�s�ble from the
sea, and worth explor�ng on land. It was used by the Byzant�nes centur�es ago. Tersane Koyu �s a
w�nter port, prov�d�ng all-round shelter. The sett�ngs are attract�ve. There �s a pretty restaurant
and a quay where berth�ng �s ava�lable up to 15 boats. There are la�d moor�ngs ta�led on quay.
The ru�ns ashore are from the anch�ent boatyard settelements. A number of goats l�ve on the
�sland, the�r vo�ce �s h�gher p�tched at n�ght. Th�s anchorage gets crowded by excurs�on boats by
noon t�me, but �t �s calm and qu�te at n�ght. It �s better to arr�ve �n late and leave before noon the
next day
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